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Dr. Sinkler thought that in Dr. Gray’s cases mass¬ 
age could not have been given thoroughly; it was 
essential as a whole, but should always be combined, 
if possible, with the Swedish movements. 


PHILADELPHIA NEUROLOGICAL SOCIETY. 

Stated Meeting , December 28, i8qi. 

Vice-President, Wharton Sinkler, in the chair. 

Dr. Weir Mitchell read a paper on 

CASES OF UNUSUAL FORMS OF SPASM RE¬ 
PORTED FROM THE CLINICS OF S. WEIR 
MITCHELL, M.D. (See page 349.) 

DISCUSSION. 

Dr. Francis X. Dercum, —I had the fortune to see 
this man many years ago. He at that time had excessive 
rigidity of the left leg and also of the left arm. The 
position resembled what we see in hysterical contracture 
or in secondary contracture in hemiplegia. He had at 
that time, to some extent, the phenomena described by 
Dr. Mitchell to-day. I remember that excessive clonus 
could be excited in the arm and that there was exag¬ 
gerated knee-jerk. I attempted to make him walk and 
he managed to scrape along the floor backward. 

Dr. Charles K. Mills.— It seems that the interest in 
this case attaches more to its nature. I should hardly be 
inclined to regard a case of this kind spinal, unless I mis¬ 
understood the use of the word spinal. To my mind, in 
a negative rather than in a positive sense such' cases 
may be so regarded. In all these cases of spasm and 
tremor brought on by voluntary effort—or, as in one of 
two cases which I reported in the International Clinics—• 
by thinking of an effort—it seems to me that the cerebral 
element, positively or negatively, is most important. These 
cases are spinal in the sense that the movements are not 
controlled by cerebral action. They are not purposive 
movements, or at least not purposive in all cases at all 
times. In the case of athetoid spasm and myotonia which 
I reported to the American Neurological Society, I had 
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an opportunity of making an autopsy, and found wide¬ 
spread meningitis of the parietal convexity and soften¬ 
ing beneath it. Of course, that was not a case of the 
character shown to-night, but ilr was an instance of 
organic disease in which the spasms were brought on by 
voluntary effort or by thinking of effort. It is probable 
that, in most of these cases, a want of cerebral inhibitory 
power has much to do with the occurrence of these 
movements. 

Dr. Francis X. Dercum.— It seems to me that the 
symptoms in the case shown are in one sense spinal. 
They certainly resemble those seen in lateral sclerosis, 
although it is probable that the withdrawal of the func¬ 
tion of the centres controlling the movements of the 
legs has much to do with the occurrence of the intense 
spasm. 

It further seems to me that by using his canes in the 
peculiar manner that he does, the man may gain that 
sense of security which a child feels when crawling on 
all-fours. When he feels the floor, the centres supplying 
the legs are re-enforced, as it were. The case is doubt¬ 
less a mixture of cerebral and spinal phenomena. 


§5oflfc glcwievus. 


Treatise on Gynaecology —Medical and Surgical. By S. 

Pozzi, M.D. Translated under the supervision of Brooks 
H. Wells, M.D. Illustrated. New York : Wm. Wood & Co. 

The work is of large size and in two volumes. The original is a 
standard work abroad, and in its translated form, with additions, it is 
safe to conclude that it will be a favorite work in its branch of medicine 
here. It is thought highly of by a number of the reviewer’s friends, 
and the reviewer himself feels kindly disposed and recommends it to 
the readers of the Journal- The editor of this volume, in his preface, 
tells the story of the book and gives his idea of its value : 

“The treatise here given to English readers is undoubtedly the best 
work on Gynaecology which has appeared for many years in any lan¬ 
guage- 

“The cosmopolitan spirit of its author shown in his exhaustive 
research and judicious appreciation of the work of other nations, to¬ 
gether with his keen and mature judgment in utilizing the material 
from his own rich field, make it a clear and reliable guide to the most 
advanced and best practice in this specialty.’’ 

This is in most part true, except as to the thoroughness of treat¬ 
ment of each subject dealt with. The translation is conscientious, the 
plates fair, and the make-up generally satisfactory. The editor has 
added some rather showy colored lithographs, which undoubtedly serve 
more a commercial purpose than a scientific one. 



